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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1737

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By House Health Care & Wllness (originally sponsored by
Representatives Mrrell, Manwel |l er, dibborn, and Moeller)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to supervision of physician assistants; anending
RCW 18. 57A. 030, 18.57A. 040, 18.57A. 080, and 18. 71A. 030; reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 18. 71A. 040; adding a new section to chapter 18.57A RCW
addi ng a new section to chapter 18. 71A RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 18.57A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No licensee may be utilized in a renpte site w thout approva
by the board or its designee. A "renote site" is defined as a setting
physically separate from the sponsoring or supervising physician's
primary place for neeting patients or a setting where the physician is
present |less than twenty-five percent of the practice tine of the
| i censee.

(2)(a) Approval by the conm ssion or its designee may be granted to
utilize alicensee in arenote site if:

(1) There is a denonstrated need for the utilization;

(1i) Adequate provision for tinely comunication between the
primary or alternate physician and the |icensee exists;

p. 1 SHB 1737. SL
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(1i1) The responsi bl e sponsoring or supervising physician spends at
| east ten percent of the practice time of the licensee in the renote
site unless the sponsoring physician denonstrates that adequate
supervision is being maintained by an alternate nethod such as
t el ecomruni cati on.

(b) The nanes of the sponsoring or supervising physician and the
i censee nmust be promnently displayed at the entrance to the clinic or
in the reception area.

(3) No physician assistant holding an interim permt nay be
utilized in arenote site setting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 18.71A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No licensee may be utilized in a renpte site w thout approva
by the comm ssion or its designee. A "renote site" is defined as a
setting physically separate from the sponsoring or supervising
physician's primary place for neeting patients or a setting where the
physician is present |less than twenty-five percent of the practice tine
of the licensee.

(2)(a) Approval by the conm ssion or its designee may be granted to
utilize alicensee in arenote site if:

(1) There is a denonstrated need for the utilization;

(1i) Adequate provision for tinely comunication between the
primary or alternate physician and the |icensee exists;

(1i1) The responsi bl e sponsoring or supervising physician spends at
| east ten percent of the practice time of the licensee in the renote
site unless the sponsoring physician denonstrates that adequate
supervision is being maintained by an alternate nethod such as
t el ecomuni cati on.

(b) The nanes of the sponsoring or supervising physician and the
| icensee nust be prom nently displayed at the entrance to the clinic or
in the reception area.

(3) No physician assistant holding an interim permt my be
utilized in arenote site setting.

Sec. 3. RCW18.57A.030 and 1993 ¢ 28 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
An ost eopat hi c physician assistant as defined in this chapter may

SHB 1737. SL p. 2
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practice osteopathic nedicine in this state only with the approval of
t he ((practiece—-arrangerent—plan)) del egation agreenent by the board and
only to the extent permtted by the board. An osteopathic physician
assi stant who has received a |license but who has not received board
approval of the ((practice—arrangerent—ptan)) delegation_agreenent
under RCW 18.57A.040 may not practice. An osteopathic physician
assistant shall be subject to discipline by the board under the
provi sions of chapter 18.130 RCW

Sec. 4. RCW18.57A.040 and 1993 c 28 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No osteopathic physician assistant practicing in this state
shall be enployed or supervised by an osteopathic physician or
physi ci an group wi t hout the approval of the board.

(2) Prior to comencing practice, an osteopathic physician
assistant licensed in this state shall apply to the board for
perm ssion to be enpl oyed or supervised by an osteopat hi c physician or
physi cian group. The ((practice —arrangerent —plan)) del egation
agreenent shall be jointly submtted by the osteopathic physician or
physi ci an group and ost eopat hi ¢ physici an assistant. The secretary may
charge a fee as provided in RCW43.70.250 to recover the cost for the
pl an review. The ((practiece—arrangerent—plan)) del egati on agreenent
shal |l delineate the manner and extent to which the physician assi stant
woul d practice and be supervised. \Wenever an osteopathic physician
assistant is practicing in a mnner inconsistent wth the approved
( ( practtee—arrangerent—plan)) del egation agreenent, the board may take
di sci plinary action under chapter 18.130 RCW

(3) An osteopathic physician may enter into del egati on agreenents
with five physician assistants, but may petition the board for a waiver
of thislimt. However, no osteopathic physician my have under his or
her _supervi si on: (a) Mre_ than_three_ physician_ assistants who_ are
working in_renote sites; or (b) nore physician_assistants than_the
ost eopat hi ¢ _physi ci an can adequately supervi se.

Sec. 5. RCW18.57A.080 and 2007 ¢ 264 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

An osteopat hi c physician((-s)) assistant may sign and attest to any
certificates, cards, forms, or other required docunentation that the

p. 3 SHB 1737. SL
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osteopathic physician((-s)) assistant's supervising osteopathic
physi ci an or osteopathic physician group may sign, provided that it is
within the osteopathic physician((-s)) assistant's scope of practice
and is consistent with the terns of the osteopathic physician((-s))

assistant's ((practiece—arrangenrent—plan)) delegation_agreenent as
required by this chapter.

Sec. 6. RCW18.71A 030 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 320 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

A physician assistant may practice nedicine in this state only with
t he approval of the ((practiece—arrangenrent—plan)) del egati on agreenent
by the comm ssion and only to the extent permtted by the conmm ssion.
A physician assistant who has received a |icense but who has not
received comm ssion approval of the ((practiee—arrangerenrt—plan))
del egation__agreenent wunder RCW 18.71A.040 nmay not practice. A
physi ci an assi stant shall be subject to discipline under chapter 18. 130
RCW

Sec. 7. RCW 18.71A 040 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 58 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 40 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) No physician assistant practicing in this state shall be
enpl oyed or supervised by a physician or physician group w thout the
approval of the comm ssion.

(2) Prior to commencing practice, a physician assistant licensed in
this state shall apply to the comm ssion for perm ssion to be enpl oyed
or supervised by a physician or physician group. The ((practiece
arrangerent—plan)) del egation agreenent shall be jointly submtted by
t he physi ci an or physi ci an group and physi ci an assi stant.
Adm ni strative procedures, adm nistrative requirenents, and fees shal
be established as provided in RCW 43.70.250 and 43.70.280. The
( ( practtee—arrangenrent—plan)) del egati on agreenent shall delineate the
manner and extent to which the physician assistant would practice and
be supervi sed. Whenever a physician assistant is practicing in a
manner inconsistent wth the approved ((practiece—arrangerenrt—plan))
del egation agreenent, the conmm ssion may take disciplinary action under
chapter 18.130 RCW

(3) A physician_may enter into_delegation_ agreenents with five
physi cian assistants, but may petition the conmi ssion for a waiver of
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this limt. However, no_ physician_ nay have under his or her
supervision: (a) Mre than three physician assistants who are worKking
in renpte sites; or (b) nore physician assistants than the physician
can adequately supervise.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The nedical quality assurance conmm ssi on and
board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery, working in collaboration
wWith a statew de organization representing the interests of physician
assistants, shall adopt new rules nodernizing the current rules
regul ating physician assistants and report to the |legislature by
Decenber 31, 2014.

Passed by the House April 22, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 17, 2013.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 10, 2013.
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